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As we move further into the autumn term, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your

continued support of our school community.
We are delighted to share that Year 4 have

successfully completed their swimming
programme and have shown great determination
and enthusiasm throughout. We are very proud of

their achievements. It is now Year 5's turn, and they
have made a splendid start to their swimming

lessons this week. We look forward to seeing their
confidence and skills develop over the coming

weeks.
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to

our Harvest Festival appeal. Your generous
donations for Hope For Food will make a real

difference to families in our local community, and
we are grateful for your kindness and support.
Please remember to book your Parent Evening

appointments, which will take place during the
final week of this half term. These meetings provide

a valuable opportunity to celebrate your child's
successes and discuss their progress with their

class teacher.
We are also excited to be holding our first school

disco of the academic year during that same week.
Tickets are now on sale, and we look forward to

what is always a fun and memorable event for our
pupils.

At the back of this newsletter, you will find a list of
important dates for next term, including details of
our Christmas performances for each year group.

We hope this will help families plan ahead and
ensure that as many parents and carers as

possible can attend these special celebrations.
Thank you once again for your continued support

and partnership. Together, we make our school
EPIC and a wonderful place for children to learn,

grow and thrive.

Friday 16th October 
School Photographs (not Year 5)

Tuesday 20th October 
Parents Evening, 3.30 – 5.00 pm 

Wednesday 21st October 
End of term disco, 3.15 om – 4.30 pm

Thursday 22nd October 
Parents Evening, 3.30 pm – 7.00 pm

 
Friday 23rd October School closed

 INSET DAY
Monday 26th October -30th October

Half term
 

Monday 2nd November 
Children back to school

Please see page 15 for more dates 



Last week in Nursery, the children were
exploring the theme of families and the
people who are special to them. During

circle time, the children thoroughly
enjoyed sharing family photographs

from home and talking confidently
about their family members,

developing their speaking and
listening skills while learning more

about each other. We discussed how
every family is unique and celebrated

the different people who care for us.
The children then created their own
family trees, naming the important

people in their lives.

This week, we began our exciting new
topic all about bears! Our book of the
week has been ‘We're Going on a Bear

Hunt’, and the children have
thoroughly enjoyed joining in with the
repeated phrases and actions to help
them remember the story. Through a

range of engaging activities, the
children have been learning about

different types of bears and
discovering where they live around the

world. We explored the habitats of
bears, discussing how they are

adapted to their environments and
what they need to survive. The children

have shown great curiosity and
enthusiasm for our new topic, and we
look forward to continuing our bear-

themed learning in the coming weeks.

NurseryNurseryNursery
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ReceptionReceptionReception

18th September
2026

What a busy and exciting few weeks we have had in
Reception!

We have continued to settle into school life and have
been working hard to learn all about how to be at
school. The children are becoming more confident

with our routines, making new friends and learning
how to be kind, caring and independent members of

our school community.
We have also been working hard in phonics,

learning our letter sounds and beginning to put them
together to build words. It has been fantastic to see

the children starting to read the words they have
built — what a wonderful achievement!

We enjoyed reading the story Who Are You? and
talked about what makes us special. This gave us lots

of opportunities to think about ourselves and
celebrate the things that make each of us unique.
This week, we also introduced Pen Disco!  A very

exciting new part of our day where we practise our
pencil grip and develop our early writing skills

through fun and energetic mark-making activities,
all while listening to some funky music! The children
have loved getting creative and moving to the music

while strengthening those important little hand
muscles.

We are incredibly proud of how well both classes are
settling in and all the hard work they have put into
their learning so far. Well done, Turtle and Dolphin

Class! 



Year 1 have had a busy few
weeks. In science they spent

some time exploring our
lovely school grounds

finding and identifiying
different deciduous trees. 

In RE the children
have been learning
about christenings
and baptisms. They

practised what would
happen at these

ceremonies using
teddies. 

YearYear    11  Year  1 
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Year 2 are very proud of their first piece of
published writing this year. They were inspired
by the story The Disgusting Sandwich to write

their own disgusting recipes. We even followed
instructions on how to make a revolting  cup of

tea. Mrs Wakeman did not take us up on the
offer of the lovely drink! 

In science at the moment
Year 2 are learning about
plants. We have planted

strawberry seeds and need
to care for them all year in

the hope of harvesting
strawberries in the summer

term!

YearYear    22Year  2YearYear    22Year  2
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This term, Year 3 have been busy learning all about rocks in Science. We have
explored different types of rocks and investigated their features, including

their colour, texture, hardness and appearance.

We have enjoyed becoming rock detectives, observing and comparing a range
of rock samples and using our scientific vocabulary to describe what we found.

We have also learned how rocks can be classified into groups according to
their properties and characteristics.

The children have been curious, enthusiastic scientists, asking questions,
making observations and sharing their ideas. It has been fantastic to see them
developing their scientific skills while discovering more about the fascinating

world beneath our feet!

YearYear    33Year  3
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 Year 4 have been busy in Art looking at the work of Japanese artist Yayoi
Kasuma. We have used bubblewrap to create patterns with printing and have

made 3D pumpkins using clay, which we will be decorating with spots in
Yayoi’s style in the coming weeks.  We have also been learning to play

keyboards in music. We can all find middle C and are able to play the notes
CDEFG. We have been working on using all the fingers on one hand instead of

just two pointing fingers, which has proved quite tricky! We have also been
learning the value of musical notes. In PE we have been using up our energy

playing football and learning skills as well as developing our stamina in cross
country running. In English, we have written instructions and are busy typing

them up on the computers and laptops, intergrating our computing skills. 

YearYear    44Year  4
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It has been another fantastic few weeks in Year 5, with lots of exciting learning taking
place across the curriculum.

In Maths, we have successfully completed our unit on place value, where the children
developed their understanding of large numbers and their value. We have now

begun exploring addition and subtraction, applying a range of strategies to solve
increasingly challenging problems. The children have shown great determination

and resilience in their mathematical thinking.

In English, the children have enjoyed writing engaging short narratives inspired by a
short film. They have worked hard to develop their descriptive language, build

suspense and create interesting characters and settings. It has been wonderful to
see their creativity shine through in their writing.

In Science, we have been learning about mixtures and dissolving. The children have
explored the difference between soluble and insoluble substances, investigated

which materials dissolve in water and carried out practical experiments. They have
enjoyed making predictions, testing their ideas and recording their findings like real

scientists.

In Geography, we have focused on trade and learned about the movement of goods
around the world. The children have also developed their map skills by using
coordinates and grid references to locate places accurately and build their

geographical understanding.

The children have thoroughly enjoyed their swimming sessions this week. It has been
fantastic to see their confidence grow in the water as they develop their swimming

skills and water safety awareness.

We have had a positive start which the children continue to demonstrate in all
aspects of school life, and we look forward to another exciting period of learning

ahead.

YearYear    55Year  5
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Reminders
PE - Wednesday and Friday 
Tank Museum - Thursday 15  October -
payment to be made via Parent Pay 

th

Swimming - week beginning 19  October
- 23  October 

th

rd

Ties must be worn when not in PE kit 

YearYear    66Year  6

A huge well done to Year 6 pupils who have completed tests this week. We have
already seen some excellent progress.

Keep working hard and trying your best!

2nd October 2026



Friends of ElmFriends of ElmFriends of Elm

18th September 2026



A reminder that our free breakfast club doors open at 8.20 am and will close
no later than 8.25 am.

All children must be accompanied by an adult to the doors.
If your child arrives after this time they will not be allowed in and you will

have to wait until 8.40 am for the gates to open.
Please see below for our weekly menu



Attendance 21st Sept - 01  Oct 2026st

Dolphins - 86.9%
Turtle - 95.11%
1SG - 96.76%
1TB - 93.8%

2JC - 95.42%
3KW - 97.94%
4LL - 96.63%
4SL - 89.47%
5AH - 95.98%
5JD - 96.03%
6AC - 95.28%
6BH - 96.39%
6ET - 98.06%

AttendanceAttendanceAttendance



Please can we remind you that Elm Academy is a
NUT FREE School. 

We have multiple children at our school with severe nut allergies. 
 

Children who suffer from nut allergies can develop a serve, potentially life
threating allergic reaction. If someone has a nut allergy it is not just eating

nuts that can cause a serve reaction, just being touched on the skin or smelling
the breath of someone who has had nuts or a product containing nuts can

trigger anaphylactic shock (which can cause breathing and swallowing
difficulties). 

 
We can NOT have NUTs at Elm Academy in any form. So please check that

your children have NO NUT products in their lunch boxes or brought into the
school as a treat. 

 
The following items should not be brought into Elm Academy:

 
· Packs of nuts

· Peanut butter sandwiches
· Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts

· Chocolate bars or sweets that contain nuts
· Sesame seed rolls (students allergic to nuts may also have a severe reaction

to sesame) 
· Cakes made with nut

 
Please ensure you always check the packaging of any food items brought into
school. If the packaging says the following words, these items should not be

brought into Elm Academy:
 

· Not suitable for nut allergy sufferers
· This product contains nuts

· This product may contain traces of nuts
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of
staff. 



Important Dates
Friday 9th October  - Year 1 to visit Kinson Common

Thursday 15th October - Year 6 at Tank Museum
Friday 16th October -  School Photographs (not Year 5)

Tuesday 20th October -  Parents Evening, 3.30 – 5.00 pm 
Wednesday 21st October -  End of term disco, 3.15 om – 4.30 pm

Thursday 22nd October  - Parents Evening, 3.30 pm – 7.00 pm
 

Friday 23rd October -  School closed INSET DAY

Monday 26th October -30th October Half term
 

Monday 2nd November - Children back to school
Wednesday 11th November - Year 2 Care Home visit 

Monday 23rd November  - Sibling and Y5 photos
Wednesday 25th November - Elm Choir singing at the Bournemouth Pavilion

Wednesday 25th November -Year 4 at Winchester Science Museum
 

Thursday 3rd December - Enterprise Day
Friday 4th December - Pantomime production treat for all children

 
Monday 14th December 9.30 am  - Year 5 Christmas Show
Monday 14th December 2.00 pm  - Year 1 Christmas Show

Tuesday 15th December 9.30 am - Years 2 and 3 Christmas Show
Tuesday 15th December 2.00 pm - Reception and Nursery Christmas Show

Wednesday 16th December 9.30 am  - Year 4 Christmas Show
Wednesday 16th December 2.00 pm  - Year 6 Christmas Show

 
Thursday 17th December  - End of term disco, 3.15 pm – 4.30 pm

Friday 18th December  - End of term prize draw and last day of term
 

School starts again on TUESDAY 5th JANUARY 2027



Reminders

 
Is your child a Young Carer?

A young carer is a ‘child under the age of 18 who helps to look after a member of their
family or a friend who is ill, disabled or living with a Mental Health condition or who

misuses substances’.
If your child is a Young Carer they could benefit from support in school,  MYTIME Young

Carers can 
give young carers something to look forward to amidst challenging circumstances
Create much-needed breaks for young carers and safe spaces where they can be

themselves
Offer social opportunities for young carers to connect with one another

Empower young carers with new skills, confidence and self-worth
Identify training opportunities and pathways to employment for young adult carers

Educate schools, local authorities and communities to increase support and
understanding for young carers

Provide support to young carer parents, siblings and other family members
If you feel your child is a Young Carer please contact Miss Penzer and Miss Bridger

through the Elm email  for more information, .

 
 

Many people are struggling due to the current cost of living. If you require support with
essential food items please contact Miss Penzer or Miss Bridger through the Elm email to

request a Food Hamper . These are delivered to school weekly by Hope for Food. 

 
 Please See below link for the BCP Access to Food Map showing community Food Support

in your area
Access to Food Map | Tableau Public

Useful InformationUseful InformationUseful Information

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/bcpinsight/viz/AccesstoFoodMap/Introduction




Useful InformationUseful InformationUseful Information



Useful InformationUseful InformationUseful Information



Information regarding Head lice
Head Lice:

·Can’t fly, jump or swim
·Are very unlikely to be spread by objects such as hats, combs and pillows

·Don’t have a preference for dirty, clean, short or long hair
·Only affect people and can’t be caught from animals

Once detached from the hair, head lice will usually die within 12-24 hours.
Preventing head lice

It’s very difficult to prevent Head Lice. You may want to consider regular detection
combing on a weekly basis. Lotions and sprays don’t prevent Head Lice and should
only be used if a live louse has been found in your own, or your child’s hair.Staying

off work or school and washing clothing and bedding on a hot wash is unnecessary,
as it’s unlikely to help prevent the spread of Head Lice. It is also Ideal if your child has

long hair to wear it up to lessen the chance the lice attach.

Useful NumbersUseful NumbersUseful Numbers
National Domestic Abuse Helpline- 0808 16 89 111

Citizens Advice- 0808 27 87 939
SHOUT Text Service (Mental Health Support)- Text 85258

KOOTH (Mental Health Support 11-18 years)- 08000 55 555
NSPCC Helpline- 0808 800 5000

NSPCC Helpline Under 18- 0800 1111
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